Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 02711 261327Z 
ACTION HA-05 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 10-13 ISO-OO AID-05 INSE-00 VO-05 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 INRE-00 SSO-OO SS-15 PRS-01 
/062 W 

026676 261415Z/43 

O R 260935Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8820 
INFO AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMCONSUL SONGKHLA 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 2711 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUB J : RTG ATTITUDE TOWARDS BOAT CASE REFUGEES 

1 . REFUGEE SECTION OFFICERS WHO VISITED SOUTH THAILAND JANUARY 
22 THROUGH JANUARY 25 LEARNED, DURING THE COURSE OF THEIR 
INVESTIGATION OF THE SHOCKING REFUGEE INCIDENT DESCRIBED IN SEPTEL 
OF AN APPARENT MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (MOI) ORDER TO THAI FISHERMEN 
ON THE HANDLING OF REFUGEES. POLICE IN THREE DIFFERENT STATIONS 

OF NAKHON SI THAMMARAT PROVINCE SPOKE OF A RECENT MOI INSTRUCTION 
TO THE EFFECT THAT ANY THAI PICKING UP AND LANDING VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEES IN THAILAND IS SUBJECT TO ARREST, FINE, AND IMPRISONMENT. 

AT TWO LOCATIONS, POLICE SAID THE ORDER HAD JUST RECENTLY BEEN 
PROMULGATED, WHILE AT THE OTHER THEY SAID IT HAD BEEN IN EFFECT 
FOR ABOUT TWO MONTHS. THE AMERICAN CONSUL IN SONGKHLA RECALLED 
THAT A PROVINCIAL ORDER TO THE SAME EFFECT APPARENTLY HAD BEEN 
IN FORCE SINCE OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER. 

2. THE REFUGEE COORDINATOR JANUARY 25 ASKED KAMON PRACHUABMO, 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF MOI'S DISPLACED PERSONS OPERATION CENTER, 
ABOUT THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH AN ORDER. KAMON, WHILE NOT 
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POSITIVELY CONFIRMING IT, IMPLIED THAT IT EXISTED. HE SAID THAT 
VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ON THE HIGH SEAS WERE BRIBING THAI FISHERMEN 
TO BRING THEM INTO SHORE. SUCH A PRACTICE WAS AGAINST THAI IMMI- 
GRATION LAW. WE ASKED WHETHER THE RTG WOULD METE OUT PUNISHMENT 
TO THOSE FISHERMEN WHO RESCUED REFUGEES WHOSE BOATS WERE SINKING 
ON THE HIGH SEAS. KAMON SAID NO. WE ASKED HOW THE RTG DETERMINED 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH THAI FISHERMEN PICKED UP REFUGEES. HE 
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ANSWERED THAT LOCAL INVESTIGATION TOOK CARE OF THAT PROBLEM. 

3. DURING A PANNEL DISCUSSION ON INDOCHINESE REFUGEES AT THE 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS CLUB JANUARY 25, A JOURNALIST ASKED KAMON 
ABOUT A RECENT NEWSPAPER ARTICLE. THE ARTICLE, HE SAID, QUOTED A 
MALAYSIAN CABINET OFFICER WHO DESCRIBED JOINT THAI-MALAYSIAN 
NAVAL PATROLS TO KEEP REFUGEES FROM LANDING IN THAILAND OR 
MALAYSIA. THE OFFICER LAMENTED THAT AIR COVER WAS NOT AVAILABLE 
TO MAKE THE PATROLS MORE EFFECTIVE. KAMON AGAIN AVOIDED A DIRECT 
REPLY, MENTIONED THE HEAVY BURDEN OF INDOCHINESE REFUGEES THAT 
THAILAND IS ALREADY SUPPORTING, AND SAID THAT SEAWORTHY 
REFUGEE BOATS SHOULD SEEK HAVEN ELSEWHERE. 

4. HENRY KAMM, OF THE NEW YORK TIMES, CALLED ON THE AMBASSADOR 
JANUARY 26 TO EXPRESS HIS PERSONAL CONCERN ABOUT THE INCIDENT 
DESCRIBED IN REFTEL, THE REPORTED MOI ORDER TO THAI FISHERMEN, 

AND THE CONDUCT OF SONGKHLA VICE GOVERNOR KITTI PRATHUMKEO. KAMM 
BELIEVES THAT THAI HAS CREATED AN ATMOSPHERE OF FEAR AND HESI- 
TANCY ABOUT PICKING UP REFUGEES ON THE PART OF THAI FISHERMEN 
THROUGHOUT SOUTH THAILAND. WE UNDERSTAND THAT KAMM HAS FILED 
A STORY ABOUT THE SUTIATION IN THE SOUTH. 

5. REFUGEES FROM A GROUP OF 22 WHO RECENTLY ARRIVED NEAR 
SONGKHLA ABOARD KG-0901 SAID THAT THEIR BOAT HAD BEEN GREETED WITH 
THREE OF FOUR SHOTS FROM THE BANK. ONE SHOT ALMOST HIT A BOY 
ABOARD THE VESSEL. 
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6. COMMENT: SINCE THE DERI AN AND OAKLEY VISITS, THE RTG 

HAS BEEN ACCEPTING THOSE REFUGEES WHO MAKE IT TO SHORE. THOSE 
WHO GET CLOSE ARE APPARENTLY IN A DIFFERENT CLASS. A POLICY OF 
DISCOURAGING THAI FISHERMEN FROM RESCUING REFUGEES, AND THE 
UNDERTAKING OF JOINT NAVAL PATROLS, SERIOUSLY EXACERBATES AN 
ALREADY PERILOUS REFUGEE SITUATION. REFUGEES BECOME FAIR GAME FOR 
PIRATES AND THOSE THAI FISHERMEN WHO ARE UNSCRUPULOUS. 

7. THE AMBASSADOR IS VISITING THE REFUGEE CAMP IN SONGKHLA 
JANUARY 27. AND WILL DISCUSS THESE PROBLEMS WITH PROVINCIAL 
AUTHORITIES. HE WILL ALSO RAISE THESE MATTERS WITH DEPUTY 
INTERIOR MINISTER PREM TINSULANON IN BANGKOK AND URGE CANCEL- 
LATION OF THE ORDER ABOUT THE FISHERMEN. AMBASSADOR ALSO PLANS 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A SOCIAL OCCASION TONIGHT TO INFORM THE 
PRIME MINISTER OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S LATEST PAROLE AUTHORIZATION 
(STATE 20854), AND TO EXPRESS OUR EXTREME CONCERN ABOUT THE 
SITUATION IN SOUTH THAILAND, OUR SHOCK ABOUT THE REPORTED MOI 
ORDER, AND OUR HIPE IT WILL BE IMMEDIATELY RESCINDED. 

8. SINCE DRAFTING THE FOREGOING, WE CAN REPORT THAT A SENIOR 
EMBASSY OFFICER LUNCHED WITH GENERAL THUANTONG OF SUPREME 
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COMMAND AND GAVE HIM A BLAST ON THIS SUBJECT. THUANTONG SAID 
HE WAS SEEING KRIANGSAK THIS AFTERNOON AND WOULD BRIEF HIM. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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